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OurMissionary 


Friends 


Organ Wanted For: Kentucky 
Mountain Missionary Work 


A blessed letter from Rev. R. 
B. Stone from Lexington, Ken- 
tucky, tells of great blessings that 
have come through the announce- 
ment in The Sword of the Lord of 
stereopticon machine needed by 
Rev. L. O. Engelmann, at Rio 
Grande City, Texas, in his work 
among the Mexicans. 

Brother Stone is doing a fine 
work in the mountains of Ken- 
tucky. He is sound in faith; hum- 
ble, and consecrated, and unself- 
ish. I hope some reader will be 
able to furnish a folding organ for 
this blessed work. If you want to 


' send money designated for this ob- 


ject, you may send it direct to 


Rev. R. B. Stone 

Secy.-Treas., Faith Mission Band 
Post Office Box 133 
Lexington, Kentucky. 


Or if you like, you may send it to 
The Sword of the Lord, and we 
will see that every penny is for- 
warded at once. 

But read this interesting letter 
and thank God for these faithful 
mission workers. 

“June 14, 1941 
“Rev. John R. Rice, Editor, 
The Sword of the Lord 
512 W. Franklin Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 
“Dear Brother Rice: 
“Inasmuch as you placed an ar- 


‘ticle in The Sword of the Lord in 


the January 24th issue, telling 
about our desire to help a home 
missionary, Brother L. O. Engel- 
mann at Rio Grande City, Texas, 
I thought you and the readers of 
this great paper would like to know 
the final outcome of this effort. 

“In response to this appeal, there 
came from a Brother in Chicago, 
Illinois, a check for five dollars 
and from a Brother in San Marcos, 
Texas, word of a stereopticon ma- 
chine of a well-known make that 
was for sale at the low price of 
fifteen dollars. Brother Engel- 


" mann sent the money to this party 
and had the machine sent to us. 


here. We completely overhauled it 
and modified it so a 6-volt storage 
battery could be used, for lighting 
the lamp and ordered ‘a 6-volt lamp 
for him. We sent the ‘machine on 
to Brother Englemann and he has 
been using it right along and get- 


. ting good results froni it. In some 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


What Others Say 


By LOLA BRADSHAW 


Our Hope magazine for June, 
1941, has this review of World- 
Wide War and the Bible: 

“This book is divided into five 
parts: (1) Will America Get In? 
(2) Should Christians Fight? (3) 
Universal Human Wickedness and 
the Inevitable Collapse of Human 
Civilization; (4) The Prophesied 
Future Line-Up of the Nations; 
(5) War-Signs That Christ Is Com- 
ing Soon.... 

“The section .on “Should Chris- 
tians Fight?” is interesting and in- 
structive and many will profit by 
reading it. In a survey of the 
whole Bible, Mr. Rice clearly shows 
the difference between murder and 
killing in battle in a just cause. 
‘No one, acting for himself, has the 
right to kill,’ but ‘God Himself 
kills. He authorizes governments to 
kill criminals,’ He ‘sometimes jus- 
tifies a nation’s going to war.’ At 
the same time, the author does 
not condemn ‘conscientious objec- 
tors,’ but believes they should help 
in the preparation of necessary 
supplies and munitions. In the 
opinion of the reviewer this chap- 
ter alone, full of Scripture quo- 
tations, makes the purchase of the 
book well worth while.”’ 

In the Grace and Truth .maga- 
zine, organ of Denver Bible Insti- 
tute, for April, 1941, are the fol- 
lowing reviews: 

“What's Wrong With the Dance? 

“A scathing attack upon this 
modern menace.. Nothing is held 
back. The dance with all its hell- 
ishness is unveiled. Divorce, mur- 
der, lust, terrible diseases, ruined 
lives, and lost souls are rightfully 
laid at the door of the dance. This 
message is fearless, scriptural, di- 
rect, and its truth cannot be de- 
nied. It is good.” 


“World-Wide War and the Bible 

“This is a very instructive book. 
It answers many questions that 
prevail in the minds of thousands 
of Christians today. The question 
is asked: ‘Will America Get In?’ 
Many wonder if America will be- 
come involved in this international 
struggle. The author points out 
just how America looks in the eyes 
of God, and sums up .the entire 
argument in the fact that America 
has no more right, under God, to 
expect exemption than any other 
nation. He further points out that 
she will finally be ruled by the An- 
tichrist. The second chapter is of 
importance to many more: ‘Should 
Christians Fight?’ This seems to 
be a very clear, sensible, reason- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


Repeatedly the Continental Con- 
gress appointed days for national 
humiliation. fasting, and _ prayer, 
adopting resolutions, deeply relig- 
ious, in connection therewith. 


Within seven years five such 


‘days were appointed: July 20, 17- 


75; May 17, 1776; December. 11, 17- 
76; May 3, 1780, ‘and April 1, 1782. 


The resolution adopted in the call 
for May 17, 1776, contained the 
following: “That with united 
hearts, we may confess our mani- 
fold sins, and by a sincere repent- 
ance and amendment of life, ap- 


pease His righteous displeasure and 


through the merits and mediation 


of Jesus Christ obtain His forgive- 
- ness.” 


Sreaident John Adams on recom- 
mendation of Congress proclaimed 
two national fast days: May. 9, 
1798, and August 2, 1799. In the 
first proclamation President Adams 


* spoke of “the just judgments of 


THE NATION PRAYED 


God against prevalent iniquity as 
a loud call to repentance and ref- 
ormation.” 

President Madison appointed the 


| third Thursday of August, 1812, as 
a day for national humiliation and 


prayer; President Tyler, May 14, 
1841; President .Taylor, the first 


Friday of August, 1849; President |, 


Buchanan, January 4, 1361. 

President Lincoln, cn recommen- 
dation of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, twice proclaimed 
a day of prayer and fasting: the 
first Thursday of September, 1861, 
and April 30, 1863. This last proc- 
lamation is the most profoundly 
religious state document of our his- 
tory. Shortly after the observance 
of this last fast day, the tide turned 
and victory for the Union was as- 
sured, - 

President Wilson, in the period 
of the World War, appointed Oc- 
tober 28, 1917, as a day for nation- 
al prayer.. ——- Christian Statesman 


Regularly 35c, SALF...........26¢c 
What Is Wrong with the Dance? 
Regularly 25c; SALE.:..-...... 19¢ 
‘| Bible Facts About Heaven | ; 
Regularly 26c; SALE...2...... 15¢ 
World-Wide War and the Bible 
Regularly 25c; SALE.......... 16c¢ 


THE SHORTEST ROAD TO HELL 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


(Preached Sunday night, July 
20, 1941, at Odd Fellows’ Hall, in 
Union Revival at Freeport, Illinois. 
Stenographically Reported). 

The sermon tonight is on “The 
Shortest Road Between Freeport 
and Hell.’”’ People really go to Hell 
from Freeport. I will say some 
very plain words, Some people will 
be shocked by the term Hell, but 
I remind you Jesus Christ men- 
tioned it many, many times. I will 
read to you in Hebrews, in the 
first chapter two verses, and then 
in the second chapter, four verses. 
May God open our hearts to the 
Word. 

“God, who-at sundry times and 
in divers manners spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the proph- 
es, 

“Hath in these last days spoken 
unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds." 


— Heb. 1|:1,2. 
God, who in olden times spoke 
to people by prophets, in these Jast 
days has spoken by His own Son, 
by whom He made the worlds, and 
who is the express image of His 
person, God in these last days sent 
His Son, and how great a salvation 
He brings! 
Now we take up the second chap- 
ter of Hebrews and we draw the 
conclusion ; 


"Therefore we ought to give the 
more earnest heed to the things 
which we have heard, lest at any 
time we should let them slip. 

"For if the word spoken by the 
angels was steadfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience re- 
ceived a just recompence of re- 
ward; 

‘How shall we escape, if we 


SALE. PRICES! 


25% to 40% Off 


during the month of August on 
books and pamphlets of Editor 
John R. Rice. Note these drastic 
reductions and buy as many as 
you can while you save so much. 
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And Other Favorite Sermons. Reg 
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The Sword of the Lord Publishers 


Can A Saved Person Ever Be Lost? j | 


512 W. Franklin St., Wheaton, Hlinois 


neglect so great salvation; which 
at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord (by Jesus Himself), and 
was confirmed unto us by them 
that heard him; 

"God also bearing them witness, 
both with signs and wonders, and 
with divers miracles, and gifts of 
the Holy Ghost, according to his 
own will.’ — Heb. 2:1-4. 


Now listen! We ought to give the 
more earnest heed. God spoke by 
prophets in old times and by signs 
and wonders and dreams, in the 
time when they didn’t have the 
Bible. Do you remember God spoke 
to Abraham, not through the Bible. 
God called Moses, but not through 
the Bible. Moses was led of God to 
write the first books of the Bible. 
Later God gave the Old Testament, 
other parts of it, but Christ had 
not come; the Scripture had not 
been fulfilled. In those days God 
spoke by prophets and divers signs. 
He spoke to Pharaoh by a dream. 
He spoke to Nebuchadnezzar by a 
dream. He spoke by signs and by 
wonders of various kinds, but in 
these. last. days. God. has spoken 
unto-us by His Son who came in 
the flesh and perfectly revealed 
the love of God. Therefore we ought 
to give the more earnest heed to 


jthe things which we have heard, 


lest at any time we should let 
them slip. For if the word spoken 
by angels was stedfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience re- 
ceived a just recompence of re- 
ward; How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation; which 
at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord,” Jesus Himself. 

“How shall we escape, if we neg- 
lect so great salvation?” The short- 
est road between Freeport and Hell 
is not drunkenness. Drunkenness is 
a horrible sin, but it is not the 
shortest road between Freeport and 
Hell. The shortest road between 
Freeport and Hell is not adultery, 
although many have gone in that 
sin. The shortest road between 
Freeport and Hell is not blasphemy. 
No, it isn’t any of these, BUT THE 


FREEPORT AND HELL IS THE 
ROAD OF NEGLECT. 

If I went to Hell tonight and 
took an asbestos notebook and the 
Lord allowed me to interview for 
the newspaper all the citizens in 
Hell, we would find out why they 
weré here. Here is a man — the 
rich man .in Hell. “Listen,” I say, 
“You had fine clothes, purple and 
fine linen. You fared sumptuously; 
how did you ever get to Hell? Did 
you make up your mind you did 
not want to go to Heaven, but had 
rather go to Hell — is that the 


SHORTEST ROAD BETWEEN | 


way?” He would say, “Great God 
in Heaven, NO! I was going to be 
saved, I intended to be, but I put 
it off.” 


Also we find Felix trembled when 
Paul preached and reasoned of 
righteousness, temperance and 
judgment. “Felix, how did you get 
here ?” Felix answers, “I had trem- 
bled when I heard the gospel. I 
was going to be saved, but I put 
it off. 


Suppose I talk with Festus — 
“Festus, why did you come here? 
How in the world did you ever 
land in Hell? Did you never intend 
to be saved?” “Oh, yes, I intended 
to. I told Paul when I had a more 
convenient time I was going to be 
saved. But the convenient time nev- 
er came and I put it off, and the 
first thing I knew, I went to Hell.” 

You can talk to everybody in 
Hell and they won’t say, “I didn’t 
want to be saved. I never intended 
to be saved.’”’ No, No! Most of the 
people in Hell believed there was. a 
God. Most people in Hell believed 
Christ was His Son. Most people 


now in Hell knew they were 
sinners. Most people in Hell 
said, “I know I’ve got to get 


ready some day. tl am going 
to do it.”” And a lot of you people 
hear me preach and you say, “Bro. 
Rice. you are telling the truth. I 
know there is a God. I know Christ 
died for sinners. I know I’ve got to 
repent but I am not quite ready. 
Just a little later I°am going to do 
it, but not yet.” I say, the main 
travelled road to Hell is the road 
of neglect, neglect, neglect! 


Now it is true most of the things 
that come to. a country, come be- 
cause of neglect. The present world 
war came because the United 
States and England and other 
countries did not keep up their 
obligations. When Japan went into 
Mongolia and violated the League 
of Nations Covenant; if the nations 
had clamped down and said, “Ac- 
cording to our plain agreement, you 
can’t do it. You get out or we will 
put you out.” Ethiopia would never 
have been overrun by Italy, Ger- 
many would not have rearmed if 
the United States, France and Eng- 
land had not neglected their sworn 
agreements. Little by little, we let 
Hitler go. Chamberlain in England, 
to keep a temporary and shameful 
peace.agreed for Hitler to dismem- 
ber Czechoslovakia. Then they 
must take a little more. Neglect! 
Neglect! Neglect! Everybody sees 
it now. They didn’t see it then. 


Did you know individually, most 
of the things people come to trou- 
ble about is neglect? Your teeth— 
you have to have them pulled out 
and go around snaggle toothed un- 
til finally you get them all out, and 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 
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WANTED--- 100,000 BOYS 


(To replace the hundrew thousand Bikini el that will die this yeuty’ 


Wanted, some boys who have minds bright and clear, 
To stand at my. counter as drinkers of beer, 

To fill up the ranks without further delay, 

Of the army of drunkards, passing away. 

A hundred thousand a year, this will only supply 
‘The loss of the trade from the drunkards, that-die, 
«Send those who can toil, or have wealth to ‘bestow, 
“For profits are small on old drunkards, you “know. 
Let them come from the shop, the school, or-the home, 
We will welcome them all; care not if they roam. 

If fathers and:mothers keep running the mill | 
bia must furnish boys or the wheel will stand still. 


———] 


— AUR OP, unknown 
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PAGE Two 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


have artificial teeth. You neglected 
your teeth when you had them. You 
didn’t have the cavities filled. It 
first started when you didn’t brush 
your teeth and you didn’t take den- 
tal floss and clean out between 
your teeth. 

Somebody here tonight will say, 
“Brother Rice, I didn’t have a 
chance to get an education. I was 
poor. When I was a boy, there were 
not any good colleges.” Yes, I was 
poor when I was a boy. With $9.35 
I got on a sorrel pony and rode 
off to college, and there I worked 
my way through. The real reason 
you don’t make good, don’t get an 
‘ education, is because you neglect 
it. You didn’t seize what chance 
you had. Do you know how a stu- 
dent flunks out in. high school? 
He waits until examination time 
to study, and he thinks he will get 
by and pass with fiying colors, but 
that is too late. He finds out he 
can’t make it. He neglected a day’s 
lesson when he had it, and he wait- 
.ed too late. 


- ‘Some of you here will have boys 


land in the penitentiary. That is 
“the reason I am so anxious about 
Christian homes in this community. 
Some girls right here will turn 
out to be harlots if: you in the 
home don’t pay attention to this 
business. That boy will go to the 
reformatory. That girl will play the 
harlot and break your heart if you 
don’t crack down while they are 
at hand. If you don’t make them 
mind now and teach them to love 
God and’ win them to Christ and 
train them to say, “Yes, Sir” now, 
when your boy gets in the pen you 
will be begging me to pray for 
him. ‘‘Oh, Brothe: Rice, what hap- 
pened to my boy! He wasn’t mean. 
He just got in bad company. I 
know other boys led my boy off.’’ I 
have heard it many times. Neglect! 
What you are going to do, do it 
now. 

All you farmers that can’t make 
. @ living these days are a bunch of 
sissies. You haven’t got the get-up 
te make a living. You wait for Un- 
cle Sam to do it for you..Do you 
know why a man doesn’t. make 
good on the farm? Do you know 
why? Because there is the fence 
falling down and you say, “Some 
day I'll fix it, but not now.” And 
the old cow breaks in and fills up 
on the green cane and she bloats 
and dies. You have a plow. You 
forget it, leave it out in the rain 
and through the long months it 
rusts. You leave the share in the 
ground. You see, the farmers have 
a hard time. Lazy farmers always 
did. Neglected cattle, neglected 
weeds — you didn’t kill them out 
when you ought to. You negiect- 
ed to put a roof on so the grain 
wouldn’t spoil. 

Neglect is back of all the heart- 
ache, all the trouble in this world. 
You intended to, but you didn’t. 
And that is the way people go to 
Hell, because they do not do what 
they know they ought to do, what 
God commanded them to do. They 
Say, “I will some other time but 
not tonight.” Neglect is the rvot 
to it all. 

“The road to by and by 
Leads to the town of Never” 


says a Spanish proverb. And to- 
morrow never comes. If you are ev- 
er to be saved, do it now. Notice 
this Scripture very carefully. “How 
Shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great salvation ?”’ 


So Great Salvation 


I want you to notice this. First 
of all, now it is brought by Jesus 
Christ in person. The Scripture 
says that Abraham believed God. 
He didn’t have the Bible, Christ 
hadn’t come, he didn’t know about 
the cross. He knew that God would 
provide a lamb for the sacrifice, 
but Abraham yet believed God. 

These days Christ has come in per- 
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THE SHORTEST ROAD TO HELL 


son. He died on the cross, Pibles 
can be purchased throughout the 
land. Everybody can have a Tes- 
tament for 10c and a Bible for 50c 
or 35c. Yet you don’t believe. It is 


inexcusable wickedness for any- |’ 


body who doesn’t believe. So this 
great salvation was brought by Je- 
sus Christ, not by angels, not by 
the prophets, but by the Son of 
God, who made the world. Salva- 
tion was brought by the Son of 
God. Born of a mother’s womb, 
nursed at a woman’s breast, and 
brought up in a home. Christ lived 
for thirty years. He went about do- 
ing miracles of good, and died to 
save men. How great a salvation! 
Oh, how can you turn it down. 
What wondrous love is this, 
O my soul, O my soul; 
That He the Lord of bliss 
Should leave His home on high 
For my soul, for my soul. 

This salvation is so great. It is 
great because it is free. I a.n not 
trying to sell you Jesus Christ. I 
am not trying to sel! you salvation. 
It is free. I am glad salvation is 
free. It is paid for on the cross. 
Wonderful salvation! You can have 
it tonight all free for the asking. 
Wonderful Saviour! 

Notice another thing. I talked to 
a Catholic man in Philadelphia last 
March who was so troubied in 
heart. He had a heart disease and 
he was afraid he might die. He was 
brought by a refrigerator sales- 
man. I had the joy of winning this 
Catholic man to Christ. He was ac- 
customed to calling the priest, “F'a- 
ther,” and he said. “Now, Father, 
what am supposed to do next?” 
And I told him the next thing was 
to come out and tell everybody 
about it; claim Jesus Christ pub- 
licly and be baptized and get in 
the church. Then he said, “Now, 
Father, how much shall I pay 
you?” I said, “Don’t ‘Father’ me. 
And you don’t pay me anything. 
You don’t have to pay anything for 
salvation. It is free. I am only a 
messenger boy. The poorest sinner 
in the world, without a penny, can 
come to Christ for salvation.” 


In Racine, Wisconsin, just be- 


fore this campaign, I went out in| 


the country to visit an old man 
not long for this world. A neighbor 
woman said, “I wish you could 
see him.” When I went in, he 
he talked: German and I tried to 
think of something I would know 
that he knew. Gospel songs — he 
never attended a Protestant 
church, Since he was from Ger- 
many, I said, “Suppose I sing for 
you.” “All right,” he said, and I 
began to sing “Silent Night.’’ He 
knew that because it was sung a 
great deal in Germany. The tune 
was sweet to his heart. “I want to 
pray for you.” He said, “You know, 
I am lying here and I don’t have 
any money and I guess you would 
want some money to pray for me.” 
And I said to him, “Salvation is 
free. I will pray for you free, and 
God will save you free. You don’t 
have to pay me to pray. Or you 
can look to the Lord yourself with- 
out any money.” 


Yes, friends, it is free. It is won- 
derful to take it free. Look at me 
— going to Heaven on a pass! 
Years ago, the first time an In- 
dian saw a white man, he said, 
“White man heap lazy — sitting 
down walking.’ I am going to 
Heaven put instead of walking, I 
am sitting down. Salvation is all 
free. Somebody else paid for it. 
I didn’t deserve it, I didn’t buy it; 
I just took Jesus Christ. It is great 
because it is free. 


It is great because it is eternal. 
Some people have an idea, “saved 
today, lost tomorrow’”’ — a do, do, 
do salvation. Some people want to 
take the glory themselves. Some 
of you people don’t know about 
grace and blood. All you know is 
do, do, do, be baptized, and take 
the’Lord’s Supper. A lot of people 
think when the Lord saves them, 
He says, “Now root hog or die.” 
Such peoplé say, “Well, Brother 
Rice, if you do your part’and the 


Lord does His part, you will get| Wh 


to Heaven. If that’is.the. kind of 
Saviour we have, just about my 
size — that big a Saviour*is no 
good for me. We’ve ‘got to have 
one doing all the savirig and keep- 


ing us out of Hell. Praise God, that 


is everlasting life. So great salva- 
tion. The Scripture says, “God so 
loved the world that He gave so 
great a gift, that whosoever be- 


lieveth in Him should never perish, 


but have everlasting life.” Any sal- 
vation like that comes out of God’s 


love, paid for with God’s Son and is 
received simply by trusting. And 
then, next, everlasting life. Brother, 
that is a wonderful Saviour. What 
a fool man is not to take it, “‘So 
great salvation.” 


- Take Heed to the Message Lest 


You Let It Slip 


Now the Scripture says, “There- 
fore we ought to give the more 
earnest heed to the things whica 
we have heard, lest at any time 
we should let them slip.” Some 
people don’t like it because I crack 
the whip and wake you up when 
you have settled down to take a 
comfortable snooze. I am accus- 
tomed to people sitting up and 
taking notice when I preach. I 
preach something that is worta lis- 
tening to. I heard one preacher 
say, “No sermon ought ever to be 
over thirty-five minutes long.” I 
heard him preach, and he ought to 
have preached only twenty minutes. 
It depends on whether you are say- 
ing anything or not. It doesn’t mat- 
ter about preaching a long time 
but it is whether or not you have 
something worth saying. The gos- 
pel hits hard hearts. It convicts 
people of sin. It brings revivals. It 
starts family altars, it brings a con- 
fessing and forsaking of sin. It 
keeps people out of Hell, and it is 
worth listening to. That is the rea- 
son young people must not talk 
while I preach. You hear people 
say, ““Why don’t people preach the 
gospel?” There has been enough 
gospel preached in Freeport to save 
a million souls but you didn’t heed 
it. If you go to Hell, it is not be- 
cause you didn’t hear the gospel. 
You heard it in song. You heard it 
in John 3:16. Every motto that 
hangs on the wall in your home 
tells about Christ and salvation. 
You just let it slip. You had better 
say tonight, “By God’s grace, I 
am not going to Hell. What this 
man says is true. God loves me 
and I am not going to Hell. If God 
wants to save me, if He offers sal- 
vation, I will take it.” People are 
going to Hell, not because they do 
not hear but because they do not 
heed after they hear. You ought to 
listen when God speaks. 

Some people are a little timid 
about talking to sinners. I am not. 
Some people are easy to argue 
out of this business. If a sinner 
gets pretty uppity, somé Christians 
are timid, and they get backed 
down on this business. You ought 
to say, “I. am not afraid to give 
sinners the gospel.” Oh, we ought 
to be more bold. You had better 
listen, brother. If anybody comes 
to talk to you about your soul, you 
had better say, “Well, praise God, 
that is sweet news.’’ It is like good 
news from a far country. It is 
like the balm of Gilead on an ach- 
ing heart. That is the water of 
life to a thirsty soul. Thank God, 
it is water to a parched desert. I 
am so tired of preaching to people 
who do not sit up and take notice! 

I remember one fellow who had 
been in the navy three years. I 
was in a big tabernacle revival in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. This boy had run 
off from home and joined the navy. 
He hadn't had fellowship with a de- 
cent woman since he joined the 
navy. He never went to.a Christian 
service like he had been accus- 
tomed to. And he said, “If I ever 
get home, I intend to buckle down 
and go to church and be some- 
body.” His mother said to him, 
“Brother Rice is here in town, son, 
from Fort Worth, Texas, in a re- 
vival..I want you te go hear him. 
Will you go?” “I sure will,” he 
said. So he dressed up and came 
tc church that night. Instead of 
sitting back there on the back seat 
with that crowd of young people, 
he marched up to the front seat. 
We had a boys’ and girls’ junior 
choir. He just pushed them over 
on the end of the. seat and sat down 
there himself. When we sang, he 
sang, too. It had been a long time 
since he had had a chance to sing. 
When I preached, he sat there and 
looked at me, and he moved out on 
the edge of his. bench, His eyes 
burned and burned as I plead with 
those unsaved to trust Jesus Christ. 
en I said, ‘“‘Who is here that 
will take Christ?’’--I didn’t say, 
“Let’s all stand and sing Number 
so and so, but ‘Who is here that 
will take Christ as Saviour,” he 
jumped to his feet and said, “I 
will, Brother Rice!” I like to preach 
to people who heed what you say. 
You had better take heed. You are 

going to wake up in Hell. Don’t let 
it slip. 

“How shall we escape, if we neg- 
lect so great salvation?” God 
brought punishment if men didn’t 


listen to angels, if men didn’t lis- 
ten to prophets when they didn’t; 
have the Bible, when Christ had 
not come, If men don’t listen, how 
shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great a salvation as this? That is 
a question which has no answer. 
Several questions in the Bible have 
no answers. “What shall it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul?’ How can 
you answer that? There is no an- 
swer. So with this question here. 
“How shall we escape, if we neg- 
lect so great salvation?’ You can’t! 
If you neglect this gospel, you go 
to Hell, no matter how good you 
are,.no matter what else you do. 
If ‘you give to widows and the 
poor; no matter how kind you are 
to old people, you are going to Hell 
if you neglect this one thing of tak- 
ing Christ as your own Saviour. 
Don’t let it slip tonight! 


How Can You Escape A Wasted 
Life and Leading Others to Hell 
lf You Neglect So Great 
Salvation? ~ 


“How shall we escape if we neg- 
lect so great salvation?’’ Let me 
tell you some things that you can 
not escape if you neglect the gos- 
pel and turn away unsaved, if you 
put it off until tomorrow. Let me 
lay on your heart first of ail, you 
can’t escape a wasted life. I tell 
you now, if you love your life, you 
ought not to waste stuff life is 
made of — TIME. If you have lost 
that, you have lost that much ol 
life and you will never get it back. 
People say, “Later on, Brother Rice, 
I will be saved.” I don’t believe it, 
but suppose you will, suppose later 
on you turn to Christ and have 
your sins all blotted out. What are 
you going to do then about the 
years undone, the years you went 
on in sin?, 


I was so glad of that fifty-eight 
year old man who came to Christ 
today. How happy he seems. Oh, 
brother, but those fifty-eight years 
are gone, and you can’t live them 
over. 


When a boy in West Texas in 
a cow town, an old cow man was 
saved. I remember so well when he 
was saved. What a worldly fellow 
he was. When he was saved, he 
joined the little Methodist church. 
Every Sunday he was in his place. 
Every prayer meeting night he was 
there. He would get up and thank 


God for saving him after he had' 


gone nearly sixty years in sin and 
drink and a wrecked life. But oh, 
he always closed with tears run- 
ning down his weather beaten 
cheeks, and he would say, “But 
pray for my boys. I can’t get them 
to come to church. I have talked 
to Ben and Roy and Floyd and Dal- 
las, and I can’t get them to come 
to church. Pray for them.” And 
we did pray, but the boys, all 
grown men, were not saved. 

I remember one time when one 
of his boys and I were in school, 
I was a little older than he was. 
I was his friend. In a revival serv- 
ice in the Baptist church one Sat- 
urday night, I said, “Roy, won’t 
you come? We have been praying 
for you a long time.” 

“No, I am not ready, John.” 

“Well, if you come, maybe others 
will come.” 

“Well, I am not going tonight,” 
he. said. 

One week from that Saturday, 
from that Saturday when I talked 
to him about his soul — he was 
only a boy of nineteen — this boy 
drove a colt to town with a long 
shafted breaking cart. Nearly all 
the fun I had was in connection 
with horses; All the young fellows 
had fun that way. As Roy was 
driving the wild young horse in 
town, some fellow took off his Stet- 
son hat and threw it under the 
belly of that wild colt and away 
down yonder he went, kicking and 
bucking. A fellow got on a horse 
and caught him and brought him 


back, and everybody had a good/ 


laugh. When Roy fell off the cart 
it seemed not to hurt. They helped 
him back on the cart and he drove 
the: pony back toward the ranch. 
But some people in a wagon came 
along and found. this boy lying 
unconscious in the road. They put 
this unconscious form in the wagoh 
and sent*for the doctor. On Sunda 
afternoon up the railroad a little 
way, at Mankins, somebody called 
on the telephone, “Has Dr. Miller 
from Wichita Falls come by there 
yet?” (There were not so man 
automobiles then, If Dr. Miller had 
come by, everybody would have 
known it.) “If you see Dr: Miller, 
send him back. He is too late. The 
boy is already dead.” I went out to 


the funeral of that boy, my friend 


4and school mate. I remember that 
father came by and patted the 
cheek of that boy. Others gathered 
around. The four boys left were 
still unsaved. This boy was un- 
saved, and he died as far as I 
know without Christ. The father 
choked’. and said, “Goodbye, Roy, 
Goodbye.” He knew it was goodbye 
forever. These cursing boys had 
heard dad curse first. They had 
drunk, but the old man gave it 
to them out of his bottle when 
they were little fellows. Oh, the 
wasted life, the ruined influence, 
the sadness of that father! 

I saw another one of the boys 
marry a beautiful, lovely, intelli- 
gent girl. This girl greatly loved 
him'in spite of his drinking. Time 
went on. They had three sons. 
When the father would get drunk 
and come home, the young mother 
would take the three children to 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


What Others Say 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


able, and scriptural answer to the 
all-important question. That one 
chapter is worth the price of the 
book to any who really want a 
wise answer. The third: chapter 
deals with the utter collapse of civ- 
ilization. The fourth deals with the 
final line-up of nations as prophe- 
sied. And the final chapter deals 
with signs that speak of His soon 
appearing. The book is scriptural. 
Sin is uncovered and the blood of 
Christ for sinners is put forward. 
Several decision blanks and defi- 
nite appeals to the unsaved are 
placed in the book. It is evident 
that the author writes with a pas- 
sion for the lost.” 

In Tomorrow magazine for May, 
edited by Dr. Kenneth Cornwell, is 
the following review: 


“CAN A SAVED PERSON 
EVER BE LOST? by Dr. John 
R. Rice, thirty-two pages, price 
10c, or 15 copies for $1.00. The 
value of this fine study of this 
prominent Bible doctrine is that it 
takes up and treats in simple, di- 
rect manner the Scripture texts 
that those persons quote who spurn 
the doctrine of Eternal Security 
.... in this booklet Dr. Rice de- 
stroys the proof-texts of his op- 
ponents and they are left without a 
leg to stand on. We commend this 
booklet to our readers. Order from 
the author, Wheaton, Illinois.” 

The Brethren Missionary Herald 
carried the following, February 15, 
1941: 


“WORLD-WIDE WAR AND 
THE BIBLE, by Evangelist John 
R, Rice. 122 pages, price, 25c. The 
Sword of the Lord Publishers. Or- 
der from The Brethren Missionary 
Herald Co. 

“With more than three-quarters 
of the earth’s population at war, 
and the rest likely to become soon, 
this book is timely in that it an- 
swers many perplexing questions 
on the subject of war. 

* * * 


“A valuable book for pastors and 
prophetic students and teachers.” 

The Watchman - Crusader, Cov- 
ington, Kentucky, Rev. D. B. 
Eastep, Editor, says in issue of 
March, 1941: 

“WORLD-WIDE WAR AND 
THE BIBLE by John R. Rice. A 
book which will stir the conscience. 
The author gives a ‘Thus saith 
the Lord’ for all he writes. As‘ in 
all of Dr. Rice’s books, and for 
which we are thankful, there is a 
strong appeal to the lost. Ques- 
tions such as the following are an- 
swered: Will America get in? 
Should Christians fight? There are 
five chapters totaling 122 pages. 
We heartily commend the book for 
such an hour as this. We pray that 
it shall have a wide circulation 
which it deserves. Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois. 
Price 25 cents. 

“WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE 
DANCE? by John R. Rice. Here is 
a real book. We heartily say 
‘amen’ to everything in it. It may 
seem strong language to some, but 
to those who know, it is truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but 


the truth. The Author shows how . 


drinking and dancing are compan- 


y | ions of divorce, and how that many 


times the dance leads to hell. The 
book closes with an evangelistic 
appeal — the only cure for any 
sin. It would be a commendable 


y|act to buy several of these books 


and lend or give them to young 
people who may be guilty of this 
sin. Zondervan Publishing House, 
partes Rapids, ee Price 25 
cents.” 


* 
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Missionary Friends 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


places, he changes the lamp to 
110-volt and uses the house cur- 
rent and in another he will again 
change the lamp and use an auto- 
mobile battery. He has secured a 
set of good slides of the entire 
Bible (736 in all) and is using them 
with great results. Large crowds 
are coming out to see the pictures 
and hear him. I have a letter from 
him in which he says he has held 
meetings in a town fifty-four miles 
northwest of Rio Grande City and 
now a church has been established 
there and a pastor called. Out of 
the 800 population he had an at- 
tendance at all of his services of at 
least 150. He is going all the time 
to various towns all around him in 
that great mission field and doing 
a great work for the Lord. His 
loud speaker is working fine also 


and. with. it he is able to reach 


many who are afraid to come to his 


~ gervices, as the Roman Catholic 


Church holds complete mastery 
over many of the people who are 
afraid to disobey the priest. 


“It was sure thrilling to read his 
letter and see in your mind the 
great crowds that are coming to 
the services and especially to the 
DVBS they are having this year— 
the first they ever had — how 
they prepared for about.ten or 
twelve and are having thirty-five 
to forty come in some of the class- 
es. Oh! that we had many other 
consecrated workers like Brother 
Engelmann who love the Lord 
enough to give up their high sal- 
aried jobs when the Lord calls and 
go out into the highways and the 
by-ways and invite the lost to come 
to the great feast the Lord has 
prepared for those who will ac- 
cept the invitation, and there are 
literally millions who are just wait- 
ing and longing for just such an 
invitation. 


“The work he and his workers 
are doing is very similar to the 
work we are trying to do. His 
work is among the Mexican people 
who have never heard the Word 
of the Lord taught in all of its sim- 
plicity and truth and God’s plan 
of salvation explained so they 
could understand it. He has the 
Roman Catholic Church to. deal 
with as well as the illiteracy of the 
people. We are working among 
people who likewise have never 
heard the way of life explained in 
a simple way so they could under- 
stand it — literally thousands of 
them — and they are living with- 
in 200 miles of us here in this 
great state where we have one of 
the greatest universities in the 
South. Our own mountain people 
are a peculiar people. They have 
been mistreated and so much mis- 
understood that they have lost faith 
in people from the outside world 
and this makes it necessary for us 
to do our best and most effective 
work using native mountain peo- 
ple. Every kind of false teaching is 
being used in there to mislead these 
people and we are sorry to see and 
realize that many of them are 
falling for this false stuff. 

“T hope to lecture to many people 


this summer on my vacation and 
show them and tell them of this 


‘great section where we have at 


least 600,000 lost souls that are 
crying for the gospel. If anyone 
who reads this article is interested 
in having this lecture, I would be 
glad to hear from them. 

“Then, this final word, Brother 
Rice, I appreciate the opportunity 
of helping Brother Engelmann and 
— be fairl ge to help any others 

need of the kind of 
Min I can give them if they are 
preaching the truth of God’s Word 
and not some false teaching. In 


‘doing this, I feel I am putting some 


of my time into‘a work that will 
bring large results and many to 
Christ and I am a great believer in 
tithing one’s time as well as 
money. 


“Would you mind passing the 


word out that we are badly in need 


of a folding organ in our work 


here in the hills where there are no" 


musical instruments of the kind? 
I am sure there must be some 


' stored away in some home or 


church closet that is not needed. 
“Praying that God will pour out 
upon you His blessings in such 


- measure that your heart will over- 


flow with joy and you will feel His 
presence in your heart continually, 
I am, 


“Sincerely yours in His name, 


(Signed) “R. B. Stone, Secy.-Treas. 
Faith Mission Band” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


the neighbor’s house and she would 
go back and take care of him until 
he got well again, and then she 
would bring the children back 
home. And after a while a bunch 
went cut, on the West Fork of the 
Brazos River for a week end. They 
took some bootleg beer and some 
government whiskey which they 
had gotten from the doctor (a pre- 
scription) at the drug store. They 
were going to have a high old 
time. This second son of the same 


family got drunk and the liquor 


poisoned him and he was pretty 
sick. They brought him back to 
town ana called the doctor, and the 
doctor called a specialist and they 
rushed him to Wichita Falls for a 
major operation to relieve intestin- 
al paralysis. There he died on the 
operating table. That was the sec- 
ond son whose death I knew about, 
dying, we had every reason to be- 
lieve, unsaved. 


One boy, fourteen, had died, 
whom I never saw. 

Three sons of the old cow man 
died, as far as we know, unsaved. 

I went into the homes of the 
other two boys, but I tell you this. 
One and then another I tried to 
get to come to church, but finally 
in the third generation only I was 
able to get into the family and win 
some of the girls to Christ. The 
girls were saved, and that is won- 
derful, but the five sons of the old 
cow man, as far as I know, were 
never saved. 


You can’t escape a wasted life 
if you neglect this great salvation. 
You are playing the fool, trifling 
with God and neglecting salvation. 
Suppose you do get saved — I don’t 
think you will. The chances are 
against you, but if you do, you 
can never get back what you have 
wasted and ruined. Oh, how many? 
people say they wish they had set- 
tled it when they were young. You 
will never be sorry you _ trusted 
Christ, but you will be sorry if 
you waste your life. 


How Can You Escape A Hardened 
Heart If You Neglect? 


Then you can not escape a hard- 
ened heart. I tremble at the re- 
sults of preaching, especially plain, 
sharp Bible preaching as I do, ex- 
horting sinners, rebuking sin, when 
God comes in saving power. For I 
tell you the truth, it saves, but it 
damns, too. The Bible is a sword, 
a two-edged sword. It cuts both 
ways. It cuts those who believe, but 
it dooms and damns those who do 
not believe. The Scripture says the 
preaching of the Word is “the sav- 
our of death unto death, and the 
savour of life unto life.” If you 
hear the gospel and are convicted 
and see others coming to Christ, 
and you do not come, don’t you 
think you will go away and be as 
tender. hearted as ever. You will 
be saved or your heart will be hard- 
ened. You will go away farther 
away until you cannot be saved. 
It is sad but true that the gosrel 
had a deadening effect. If you turn 
the gospel down, you will beccrue 
less and less concerned about your 
soul. You who have heard the gos- 
pel but rejected it are closer than 
ever to Hell. You can’t escape a 
hardened heart. You will hear the 
gospel and get to where it does 
not trouble you. 


One man said to me, 
Rice, if the time ever comes when 
I am convicted and as concerned 
as I was as a fourteen year old 
boy, I am going to be saved.” And 
I said to him, ‘Don’t wait; it will 


never come. You are never going to. 


be a tender hearted fourteen year | 
old boy again. Don’t wait!” 

Pharaoh heard the gospel again 
and again. Pharaoh talked to Mos- 
es half a dozen times. He heard the 
word but hardened his heart. You 
can’t go on-and turn down the gos- 
pel and keep a tender heart. You 
just cannot do it! You won't be 
the same. 

I go back to my boyhood again. 
As a boy, Clyde —-—— and I[ went 
to school together. He was a rough 
kind of fellow, but with a pos:tive 
character in some ways. He was 
one or two years older than [ was. 
Clyde’s mother taught a Sunday 
school class in a little Methodist 
church in Dundee, Texas. I was a 
member and so was he, I remeniber 
one time we had a revival service 
in the little Methodist church. His 
mother said, “I want the rest of 
you boys to pray for Clyde,” and 
we did. One Sunday morning Clyde 


and I stood together during the in- 


u 


‘he turned to me and said, 


“Brother: 


THE SHORTEST ROAD TO HELL 


vitation, and I said, “Clyde, you 
know others have been praying for 
you and I have been praying for 
you to be saved. Won’t you cume, 
Clyde, and be saved?” He held on 
to that seat while tears ran down 
on to the seat in front of him, 
his face and his lips quivered. He 
said, “I appreciate your prayers, 
John, I am going to be saved but 
I’m not quite ready. I 1m so glad 
that you are praying for me.” But 
he wasn’t saved, 

_, Another. year weat by. We didn’t 
do any personal work between 
times. Then another revival came 
around, and Clyde came back to 
the revival. I talked with him 
again. “You know, Clyde, you did 
not come last year. You said you 
would but you didn’t. Won’t you 
come this morning?” Clyde said, 
“No, John. I thank you for «your 
interest. I am not quite ready yet.” 
He was very polite, but he didn’t 
weep this time. 

He was gone a year or two 
When he came back he wore long 
trousers. He was just about a man 
then. Another revival meeting 
came. Clyde came but this time 
he was back with the toughs on the 
back seat. I said, “Clyde, won’t 
you come? Come on to Christ.” 
This time he said, ‘‘No, John, leave 
me alone. I know what I want to 
do without having to be begged.” 
I said, “You have put it off for 
years and you have hardened your 
heart.” But he said, “I know what 
I am about, now; leave me alone.” 
I started to urge him and finally 
“Damn 
it, leave me alone! I am not going 
I know what I want.” 


The world war came on. I was in 
the service in one camp and he was 
in another. He went over seas and 
/never came back. You can’t trifle 
with God. You had better give the 
more earnest heed for one day you 
will harden your heart and your 
chance will be gone, and you will 
go to Hell because your heart was 
hardened by the gospel you turned 
down. You had better hear me now. 


A man came to a certain city 
and got a job as a brakeman. He 
got a room down in the boarding 
house right close to the railroad 
tracks. At one o’clock in the morn- 
ing there came suddenly a flash- 
ing through the window and the 
room was shaken as the train came 
roaring hy. He sat up in bed as the 
boarding house trembled to its 
foundation and said to himself, 
“My, I ‘will nevér be able to sleep 
here. Why did I ever get a room 
this close to the railroad tracks? 
I can’t ever get any sleep.’ The 
next night came around and there 
came again at one o'clock the roar 


of the train,and the flashing of. 


light in his window as it came 


by. He woke up and remembered. 


what it was and smiled — “I don’t 
guess I'll ever get any sleep.” By 
the third night he was just half 
awake and before a week had goue 
he slept through the night and 
wasn’t awakened at all. 


You heard the gospel. There was 
a time you knew you were a sinner 
and that you ought to be saved. 
You were afraid of Hell. There 
was a time you knew that God was 


angry with you when you turned 


Him down, and you knew you need- 
ed God. Now you think nothing of 
it. Before you know it your heart 
will become hardened, and you will 
never be saved. I beg you don’t do 
it. Today is the day of salvatiun. 
“Boast not thyself of tomorrow for 
thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth’ (Proy. 27:1). 

How can you escape a wasted 


life if you neglect? How can you 


escape a hardened heart? 


How Can You Escape Dying Un-| 
} can you escape’ going to Hell? Men |] .. 
die,.don’t they? How can you es-||. 


saved If You Neglect Salvation? 


And now let me ask another 
question. How can you escape sud- 
den, violent death? Let me read 
you a verse of Scripture found in| 
Proverbs 29:1: 

‘ “He, that being often 1e- 

proved hardeneth his neck, 

shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy.” 


How are you going to escape? 
|'How presumptuous men are. More 
people in America die with their 
clothes on than die in bed. Heart 
disease, automobile accidents, in- 
dustrial accidents —- how many die 
instantly and are not ready! Oh, 
God have mercy. How can you es- 
we 4 it? 

here are some things that are 
shoe ing — I.can never forget. 


In Waxahachie, Texas, two young 
men were riding around in the car. 
They belonged to the church but 
I fear they knew nothing about a 
change of heart. They .had been 
drinking. They were out of gas, 
and drove into a filling station. The 
man looked at the car and saw the 
vomit and said, “Young fellow, I 
am a friénd of your father..T wil! 
put gas in here if you will go on 
home. I won’t do it if you don’t. 
I will take a hose and wash out 
this vomit, and fill the tank up 
with gas if you will go on home 
and sieep this off.” They said they 
would and he filled up the gas tank 
and washed out the front of the 
car. One of the boys said, “Let's 
take one more spin down East 
Marvin «nd we will turn in.’ They 
started down that street. It had a 
thirty degree curve in it. They 
came dcewn that street at 70 iniles 
an hour, the boy who was left 
alive said later on. I was up there 
the next morning and saw the place 
where the car had crossed the 
street to the other side and .vuver 
the curb on one side into a tele- 


.| phone pole. One boy was taken out 


with his head crushed in and he 
died at the hospital the next morn- 
ing at four o’clock. “God have mer- 
cy!”’ he was saying. I tell you now, 
men die like that. How can you 
escape the sudden wrath of God 
when you neglect salvation? You 
can’t escape the wrath of God! 

In that same revival campaign 
we rented the great livery stabie 
which had been whitewashed. In a 
twelve week’s revival hundreds 
were saved and a new church or- 
ganized with over 300 members. I 
remember in that campaign an- 
other young man. One night I 


"| preached and warned people of sud- 


den death. A man there that night 
heard me preach. He worked in a 
garage. He said to his partner, 
“It is your time to go to the meet- 
ing. I'll keep the garage.’ That 
night a Ford car slid in the ditch 
and they called and said, ‘Can ycau 
bring a wrecker out?” The lights 
were on the Ford car but he had 
forgotten to turn on the lights of 
the wrecker. A bus came down the 
road and ran into the wrecker and 
turned the wrecker over. It shook 
the people up.in the bus but nohody 
was injured. Then they had 2 zood 
laugh. “We-will turn it back up. 
Whoever the fool was that went 
off and left it sitting in the road 
ought to have to turn it up by 
himself,’”’ but one man couldn’t do 
it. They lifted up the wrecker and 
there under the wrecker was the 
man, dead, who had heard me 
preach the night before. Without 
time to say, “Oh, God!” he was 
gone! 

I was so impressed with these 
two sudden deaths. I believe God 
gave me the spirit of prophecy that 
night. I said publicly, ‘Before ‘this 
time tomorrow night God will wake 
up this town. Somebody else will 
go out to meet God not prepared,” 
I stopped. I hadn’t meant to say 
that and I feared after I had said 
it, but I left it like I had said it, 
but “It will happen,” I said. 

The next night at 5:45 down at 
the waterworks a man, who the 
second night before heard me 
preach, was found shot in the head 
with a thirty-eight calibre revolver. 
His wife and daughter was present 
the night before and heard me 
make the prediction. They asked 
me to preach the funeral sermon 
for that man who-had heard me 
preach two nights before, and sud- 
denly died unsaved. 


-I tell you, sudden death is tne 


wrath of God on people who will 
not heed the gospel. Somebcuy 
says, “You can’t scare me.” Wheth- 
er you are scared or not, you are 
going to die. You will die without 
any hope, without a chance to re- 
pent. 

I want to say another word. How 


cape dying and going to Hell? “I 

will be saved,’ you say, but your 

heart will be hard. The people who 
~ (CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) © 
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“Ye are the light of the world. 
A city that is set on a hill cannot 
be hid. 


“Neither do men light a candle, 


and put it under a bushel, but on 
a candlestick; and it giveth light 
unto all that are in the house. 

“Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.’ 


— Matt. 5:14-16. 


E.ditor’s 
Engagements 


Last night (Sunday, August 3) 
I began a three weeks’ revival en- 
gagement in Princeton, Illinois, 
sponsored by a large ible class of 
which druggist John M, Rambo is 
president, and Rev. Futler, pastor 
of a nearby Baptist church, is 
teacher, 

This campaign is an annual af- 
fair which has had great blessing 
for a number of. years. The tent is 
60 x 90 feet, well seated, and a 


‘fine crowd practically filled it the 


first service. I preached on “What 
Jesus Said About Hell.’ There were 
two people who stood boldly to take 
Christ as Saviour without an invi- 
tation song. The revival is for all of 
Bureau County, and the penple 
were there from far and near. 

Rev. Holman Johnson is song 
leader and soloist, with Mrs. John- 
son at the piano, und they will 
have daily meetings for children 
and young people. 

Last week, July 29th through 
August 1, I was in Philadelphia 
with Pastor George A. Palmer of 
the Morning Cheer broadcast, 
speaking on his morning radio pro- 
gram 7 to 8 a.m., speaking in the 
Morning Cheer auditorium at 
12:30, also broadcast, and in the 
tent in Haddon Heights, New Jer- 
sey, for four nignts. We had a 
blessed time of fellowship, souls 
were saved, backsliders were 
brought back to fellewship with 
God, and many Christians dedicat- 
ed themselves anew to the Lord 
and His work and will. Blessed 
crowds came to the tent, and 1 
promised to return for three weeks 
next summer. 

It was a special joy to he a 
guest in the home oi pastor and 
Mrs. Palmer at Haddon Heights. 
The fellowship was sweet. I doubt 
if any one in all of the Philadelphia 
area reaches more people or has 
more influence for {od than tuais 
gifted and spiritual brother. 

Dr. James McGinlay of London, 
Ontario, was also a guest in the 
Palmer home last week, and what 
good fellowship we had! Dr. Mc- 
Ginlay was preaching in near-by 
churches for some nights, but was 
with us in the all day services 
Thursday and in the tent Friday 
night. All over America people tell 
me he is a great gosjel preacher, 
bold, with true convictions, a gift- 
ed and useful man of God. My 
heart was warmed by his fellow- 
ship, his charity, his graciousness, 
He added greatly to the services 
he attended and to my enjoyment. 


ae , ween 


“Blessed are ye, when men Shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. 

“Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven: 
for so persecuted they the proph- 


ets which were before you.” 
——- Matt. 5:11-12. 
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THE SHORTEST ROAD TO HELL 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE), . 


pray for you will be gone then. 
You might be absorbed in_busi- 
ness then. Today is the day! 


My sister, Mrs. R. C. Nutting, 
one day called me in Dallas long 
distance from Decatur, Texas. She 
said something like this: “John, 
you remember in the big tent 1«¢- 
vival at Decatur a certain man 
stood in overalls and jumper out- 


‘side the tent night after night and 


leaned against the ropes. He 
laughed and said it was all a joke, 
nothing to it. You remember that 


man, don’t you?” I did remember 
him, I said.. “Well, I want to tell- 


you, he has just died. He was past 
seventy years old. A couple of 


“weeks ago he had an attack of 


acute appendicitis and they carried 
him to the hospital for an opera- 
tion. For a man past seventy a ma- 
jor operation is serious. But he 
seemed not to be afraid. They took 
him to the hospital and kept him 
some days and brought him home. 
He didn’t get along so well. The 
doctor said, ‘It’s a pretty bad case. 
You had better get ready if you 
have anything to look after.’ The 


‘ man lay there in the summer time, 


with the windows open and IJ heard 
him screaming as he lay there on 
the bed, that old man past seventy 
years old, ‘Oh, God, I am not ready 
to die. God, this isn’t fair. Oh, God, 
I’m afraid to die. I am not fit tc 
die. Oh, God, give me more time,’ 
and he died like that.” 


I tell you now, how can you es- 
cape going into the hands of an 
angry God? One day when God 
calls you and you turn Him down 
and you drive away the Holy Spirit, 
you will die and go to Hell. How 
can you escape? I tell you now, 
you can’t escape, not only wasting 
your life and hardening your heart 
but yourcan’t escape the damnation 
of Hell.. You -can’t escape if you 
neglect. Neglect is the road to Hell. 
That is the way most people go to 
Hell. It is not by drunkenness 
alone, adultery alone, not by in- 
fidelity. Primarily people go to Hell 
who hear the gospel and do not 
heed it when the pA ag speaks 
to the heart. We ought-to give the 
more earnest heed to the things 
we have heard lest we let them 
slip. Won’t you turn and be saved 
while you can? How many times 
people hear the gospel and it is 
the last chance they have. 


-I go back again to the. Waxzs- 
hachie revival. There was a man 
who came and he sat right in tie 
middle of this section (pointing to 
the middle section). As I preached 
he was convicted. God touched his 
heart. He was about fifty-six yeers 
old when he was saved. He came 


down to trust.Christ as his Say- 


iour and his face lighted up. As we 
drew to the close and were about 
ready for the benediction, the man 
suddenly slumped over in the seat, 
eyes glassy. He couldn’t control 
himself. He was paralyzed. That 
man never walked again. Later on 
I went down to see him. Oh, how 
he wept for joy! He said, “Just 
think, Brother Rice, if I hadn’t that 


last chance, gone to church, if I! 


hadn’t trusted the Lord — I am 
so glad I made ready while I had 
my chance.” Do it tonight! 

A dear friend of mine, Rev. P. B. 
Chenault, pastor of the Walnut St. 
Baptist church in Waterloo, Iowa 
—did you know the last services he 
ever held were in my church in 
Dallas? The last service he held, 
he preached to my people. His clos- 
ing message was “Tcday and To- 
morrow,” and he used two texts 
of Scripture, “Boast not thyself of 
tomorrow; for thou -knowest not 
what a day may bring forth” 
(Prov. 27:1), and the other text 
was, “Wherefore (as the Holy 
Ghost saith, Today if ye will hear 


_ his voiee, Harden not your hearts, 


as in the provocation.” As he 


_. preached on these tvo texts, he | 
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poured out his soul. He gave the 
invitation, several. were saved. We 
all sang together, ‘God Be With 
You Till We Meet Again,” and then 
when the service was over, and we 
had the benediction, we went over 
to a cafeteria and had a little sup- 
per together; Mrs. Chenault and 
P. B., Mrs. Rice and I, and my 
brother and his wife, and my five 


Then we went down to my nouse 
where they had been staying and 
they packed their grips. We had a 
prayer meeting and they left. A 
little past midnight they drove 
away, to go to Kewanee, Illinois. 
We went to bed and about two 
o’clock the telephone rang and a 
voice said, “Is this Brother Rice?” 
I said, “Yes.” “This is the McKin- 
ney General Hospital. There has 
been an accident. Mrs. Chenault 
has been brought in with a broken 
foot and some other injuries. The 
baby has been brought in, and we 
do not know whether she is hurt 
or not. Mr. Chenault has not been 
brought in afd: we don’t know 
whether he is dead or alive. Mrs. 
Chenault thought you could come.” 
Mrs. Rice and I got dressed and 
went. A drunken driver had run 
into their car. Brother Chenault 
was thrown out and hit a con- 
crete drain, and his head was 
crushed. Dear P. B. went to be 
with the Lord. But the last text he 
ever preached was ‘‘Boast not thy- 


workers, including Miss Viola here. | 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


self of tomorrow; for thou know- 
est not what a day may bring 
forth.” Thank God, he knew he was 
ready. You don’t know, and you are 
a fool to go on in your sin. 


You remember the Saviour told 
about a man who made a big crop 
and built big barns and said, “Soul, 
thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry.” But God 
said to this man, “Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required 
of thee: then whvse shall those 
things be, which thou hast provid- 
ed?” Oh, tonight, don’t be a fool. 
Neglect is the way to Hell! 

Will you say, “Tonight, I will be 
saved.” How many people have told 
me, “If I had only been saved when 
I was young; Oh, if I had only 
come while the Holy Spirit called 
me.” If you negiect, it may be too 
late forever. Won’t you come to- 
night? 


Be Saved Today! You Can Be Sure 
of Only This Breath, This Heartbeat 


A girl said to me hear Canyon, 
Texas, “Brother Rice, 1 have plenty 
of time.” 


“How much time do you have?” 
I said. 

She said, “Well, wnat do you 
mean?” . 

I said, “What do you mean? 
Have you twénty years. Do you 
know that in twenty years you will 
still be alive, in twenty years you 
will still be in your right mind, in 


twenty years you will still be con- 


victed, and your mother will still 
be praying for you, jour friends 
will still be praying ior you? Do 
you know that you have twenty 
years?” 

“No, no, I didn’t mean that.” 


“Well, how long do you have? 
Do you know that you will have 
fifteen years,:do you know that you 
will not have committed the un- 
pardonable sin. Do you know that 
in fifteen years you will still be 
convicted, still be tender hearted *”’ 


“No, no!” she said. 


‘Do you know that you have ten 
years? Do you know that you will 
have five years? Do you know 
that you have plenty of time’?”’ 

“No!” she said. 

‘Have you got one year?” 

“No!” she said, and she began tv 


weep. 


I said, ‘God help you, don’t say 
again you have plenty of time. You 
have this one breath.” 

Oh, the road to by and by leads 
to the house of never. How that 
song rings in my heart, 
“Tomorrow’s sun mniay never rise 

To bless thy long deluded sight; 
This is the time, O then be wise, 

Be saved, O tonight.” 

Today is the time to be saved. If 
the Word of God has convicted you, 
if. you are concerned, I beg you in 
Jesus’ name, don’t go away lost. 
If you neglect this matter while 
you get another night’s sleep, you 
have played the fool. Oh, don’t «lo 
it! Today be saved. While Jesus 


speaks, come tonight. While an- 
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gels linger near, come. While your 
conscience is awakened, come and 
be saved. “Seek ye the Lord while 
he may be found, call ‘ye upon him 
while he is near.” Come today! 

(Ten came forward at the invi- 
tation, six of them men.) 


My Decision for Christ 


Dear unknown friend, if you will 


repent and trust Christ today for 
salvation, will you write and tell 
me so? Make it sure, claim Him 
today! You may either clip out this 
decision blank or write me. 


Evangelist John R. Rice ~ 
512 West Franklin Street 
Wheaton, Illinois. 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read your sermon on “The 
Shortest Road to Hell.” I confess 
my sin of neglecting salvation, and 
not taking earnest heed to the gos- 
pel before this. I confess myself a 
lost sinner and here and new I turn 
to Christ. I trust Him today to 
save me, to forgive my sins, to 
change my heart, to give me a 
home in Heaven. Beginning today 
I will count myself God’s child and 
will earnestly try to please Him 
all my life. I write to let you know, 
and will take my siand publicly 
for Christ soon. 


Signed 


Address 
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